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The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is mandated by the Michigan Public Health Code to promote wellness, prevent disease, provide 

quality healthcare, address health problems of vulnerable populations, and protect the environment for the residents and visitors of Antrim, 

Charlevoix, Emmet, and Otsego counties. For more information, visit nwhealth.org. 

### 

May 12, 2021 

Health Department of Northwest Michigan COVID-19 Update 

  

Help the health department celebrate Michigan Public Health Week: 

Stay healthy and get the shot! 

 

The governor and health officials are celebrating Michigan Public Health Week, May 9-15, by honoring 

those who choose the profession of serving their communities.  The governor’s proclamation and Lt. 

Gov. Garlin Gilchrist’s video expressed their appreciation for all the hard work and dedication of our 

local public health workforce. 

While recently visiting a COVID-19 vaccination clinic in Petoskey, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer also recorded 

a video thanking public health staff with the Health Department of Northwest Michigan for their 

dedication to the health and safety of residents across Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet and Otsego counties. 

 

“I just want to wish a happy Michigan Public Health Week to all the staff at the Health Department of 

Northwest Michigan. Thank you for everything you are doing!” the governor stated in the video. 

 

For Rhiannon Pomerville, an Environmental Health Food Sanitarian with the health department’s food 

program, she finds her work multifaceted, and she’s surrounded by professional coworkers who care for 

the environment and people living across northern Michigan.  

 

“Public health is not just about serving the individuals living within our communities,” Pomerville said. 

“It is about serving the land, the air, and the foods we eat that sustain each individual living within our 

communities.” 

 

Community Health Coordinator Kirstyn Horan chose public health as her profession because it allows 

her to keep people healthy and advocate for those at risk. “I feel fortunate to work in a profession which 

allows me to strengthen relationships while making a tangible and sustainable difference,” she said. “I 

feel fortunate to work in the Community Health Division because it allows me to go out into the 

communities in which we serve to identify strengths and weaknesses to aid in an equitable distribution 

of the health department’s resources.” 

 

Chloe Willetts loves the problem-solving aspect of her role as an Emergency Preparedness Coordinator. 

“Public health intrigues me because it is so essential to the way we function as a society, and yet people 

are mostly unaware of everything that is ‘public health’ functioning around them,” she said, adding that 

her job allows her to “contribute to the public health picture by making sure our staff is trained to 

respond in emergencies such as global pandemics and upholding rapport with critical infrastructure to 

ensure strong partnerships in times of need.” 
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Health Officer Lisa Peacock said all employees at the health department play critical roles with the public 

and behind the scenes. “They are the most dedicated professionals you could find!  I am so proud of 

their commitment to assuring our communities are safe. Our staff are vital to assuring we all are safe 

and healthy when we eat at restaurants, enjoy a day at the beach, attend a community festival, get a 

well-baby checkup, get assistance to stop smoking, learn about healthy eating habits, get a flu or COVID-

19 shot...and so much more,” Peacock said. “We are here to serve our communities!” 

 

Getting vaccinated is the best way to help the staff at the Health Department of Northwest Michigan 

celebrate Michigan Public Health Week – and protect yourself, your family and your community – and 

enjoy the full freedoms of being fully vaccinated. The health department is offering walk-in vaccinations 

or people can make an appointment at www.nwhealth.org. Residents can choose the date and location, 

and at certain clinics which of the three safe and effective vaccines they want to receive.  

  

Upcoming clinics for walk-ins or to make a reservation by clicking on the link provided include: 
 Thursday, May 13 

• Charlevoix Co. Shirley Roloff Northside Center (Old Elem. School), 13513 Division St., Charlevoix, 9:30 

a.m.-3:30 p.m. Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor). Walk-in or 

to schedule an appointment: Click Here 

• Emmet County Fairgrounds, 1129 Charlevoix Ave., Petoskey, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 

or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor). Walk-in or to schedule an appointment: Click Here    

• Health Department of Northwest Michigan Gaylord office - 95 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord, 1-4:20 p.m. 

Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16+ with parent/guardian present). Walk-in or to schedule an appointment: Click 

Here 

Friday, May 14 

• Emmet County Fairgrounds, 1129 Charlevoix Ave., Petoskey, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 

16 or older, parent/guardian must accompany minor). Walk-in or to schedule an appointment: Click Here  

• Family Fare, 240 S. Lake St., East Jordan, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, 

parent/guardian must accompany minor) or J&J (must be 18 and older). Walk-in or to schedule an 

appointment: Click Here 

• Boyne City Mushroom Festival, 3 p.m.-5:30 p.m. Vaccine: Pfizer (open to 16 or older, parent/guardian 

must accompany minor) or J&J (must be 18 and older). Walk-ins only. 

The calendar on the website www.nwhealth.org lists clinics currently scheduled through May.    

 

Today, May 12, 26 new cases were reported: Antrim (7), Charlevoix (1), Emmet (15), and Otsego (3) 

counties. As of 4 p.m. today, the health department is reporting: 

• Total COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim (1,590), Charlevoix (1,621), Emmet 

(2,325), and Otsego (2,290).  

• Recovered COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim (1,376), Charlevoix (1,381), Emmet 

(1,914), and Otsego (1,884).  

• Confirmed COVID-19 associated deaths in the following counties: Antrim (27), Charlevoix (19), 

Emmet (40), and Otsego (38). 

The State of Michigan reported 869,512 cases and 18,355 deaths.  

 

CUTLINE: Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (center) recorded a video thanking Health Department of Northwest 

Michigan employees in honor of Michigan Public Health Week while recently touring a COVID-19 
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vaccination clinic in Petoskey with health department staff (from left facing camera) Amanda Thompson, 

Lisa Peacock and Dr. Josh Meyerson. 
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